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VOCATIONAL STATUS OF 190 GRADUATES OF 
PHYLLIS "'HS ATTEST NEGRO HIGH SCHOOL 
OF SAN INTO?] 10 , TEXAS 
INTRODUCTION 
Purpose: This study is an outgrowth of the 
"Educational Conference which meets annually at Prairie 
View College. The Principal of Prairie View State 
College discoverel that some of the high school graduates 
attended college hut more did not. This survey was made 
in order to aid him in finding out how many did not go 
to college, what they were doing and the reasons for 
their not attending college. The survey further sought 
to determine the influence of the school upon the voca­
tional statue of the graduates; and to discover what 
influence these graduates exert upon the? common!ty. 
Scope: This survey includes 190 persons 
graduating from Douglass High School of San Antonio, 
Texas in the years 1932 and 1933, and from Phyllis dfheatloy 
High School of San Antonio, Texas in the years 1934 and 
1935 who were not in a recognized institution of higher 
learning the first semester of 1535-1936. In this report 
all graduates will he referred to as Phyllis Wheatley 
graduates. 
2-
Method: Several seniors were selected to make 
the survey in varioxis towns of Texas. Ester lee n Summers, 
Leila Landry, Bernice Beverly and Ernest Bailey were 
selected to make the survey in San Antonio, Texas, The 
questionnalra-interview method was used in securing all 
necessary information. The survey was conducted six 
days, February 3, through February 8, 
Below will be found the compiled data from the 
survey made in San Antonio. 
PERSONAL DATA CONCERNING 190 HIGH 
SCHOOL GRADUATES 
The study made in San Antonio, Texas concerned 
190 graduates of which 77 were males and 113 were females. 
One hundred and thirty-three ' ere born in 
urban districts, while 52 were born In rural districts. 
Five persons did not state the type of district in which 
they were born. 
The age of the group ranged from 15 to 25 
years. See Table I for details regarding age of graduates. 
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TABLF I 
DISTRIBUTION OF 190 PHTLLIS ̂ FHKATLSY GRADUATES 
ACCORDTNG TO kC/fi 
Age Number 
1 5 1 
16 . 1 
1 7 20 
18 — 34 
1 9 39 
2 0 30 
31 — 32 
22 18 
2 3 6 
2 4 0 
25 — — 1 
To gain a complete account of the graduates, 
•some Information concerning their parents was 'collected. 
There were 127 parents that were urban and 52 that were 
rural. "leven graduates did not state whether parents 
were urban or rural. 
It Is interesting to note that almost as 
many parents owned their homes when the persons graduated 
as did not. Ninety—two of the parents owned homes while 
36 did not. Hocae ownership status of the other two 
4 
parents was not stated. Forty-four owned other property 
wiille 146 did not. However, some of those that did not 
own homes owned other property, such as, city lots and 
farms. Many home owners possessed other property, such 
as, rent houses, city lots, farms and extra homes. 
Marital status of the parents was as follows: 
100 parents were living together; 53 were separated — 
41 of these 53 were separated because of death. There 
were 9 eases in which the father only was living; 32 in 
which the mother mly was living; and 12 cases in which 
neither parent was alive. 
Following is a table showin the number of 
brothers and sisters by fan tiles. 
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TABLF> II 
DISTRTTITION 0? 190 GRABU.\T^ OF PHTLFI3 WHEATIS* -
ACCORDING TC (A) SISTERS, (13) BRCTE'^S, 
{a) brothers afd sisters combined 
Not©: Head table as follows: 80 graduates had no sisters, 
59 graduates lad no brothers, and 49 graduates tad neither 
brother nor sister. 
Number Sisters Brothers Brother and Sister 
Combined 
0 80 59 49 
1 42 • 48 28 
2 03 35 34 
3 14 18 27 
4 31 10 9 
5 4 9 8 
8 3 8 9 
7 3 1 7 
8 1 0 5 
9 0 0 7 
10 0 0 4 
11 0 0 4 
12 0 0 1 
Forty*fire of the graduates have married. On# 
hundred and forty-five remain miiitarr led» 
Of the 45 that have married six iiava been 
marri©4 under six nonthsj 4 over six months; 18 one year; 
- 6 -
10 two years; 2 three years; and one four years. There 
was one vho had been carried 6 years. Three of the 
married graduates did not state the length of time they 
had been arrfed. Twenty—five of the 45 arrled graduates 
did not have any children, while 12 had one in the family 
and 8 had two children. 
COLLEGE ATTENDANCE 
Thirty-seven of the 190 high school graduates 
have attended college, while 150 have never attended an 
institution of higher learning. The other three graduates 
did not state whether they had or had not attended college. 
Those 37 persona who attended college gave 
several reasons for them discontinuing their college 
courses. The reasons were: lack of finance, marriage, 
Illness, wanted to work, not interested and not fully 
qualified. The financial situation presented the largest 
problem for 19 students did not complete their college 
courses due to the lack of finance. 
Those 150 persons who did not attend college at 
any time gave the following reasons for not attending: 
lack of finance, marriage, wanted to work, interested in 
traveling, not interested In college, and wanted to 
the Navy. Again the financial situation presents the 
largest problem for 107 persons were unable to attend 
college due to the lack of finance. 
Twenty-four of the 190 high school graduates 
did not desire to extend their education; while 154 did 
want to go to an institution of higher learning. Twelve 
persons did not state whether they were or were not in 
favor of extending their education. 
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OCCTJFATIONAL DISTRIBUTION OF 190 
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 
The occupational data of the graduates showed 
that 37 worked while in high school and 153 did not work. 
There are varieties of jobs these students held. 
TABLE III 
DISTRIBUTION OF 37 GRADUATES 
ACCORDING TO TYPES OF JOBS 
HELD WHILE IN HIGH SCHOOL 
Occupations Number of Graduates 
Barber — l 
Civil Service--* 1 
Hairdresser 1 
Nursing 1 
Orchestra — 1 
Paper boy————— 1 
Sewing- — —— 1 
Shoe shiner——-—— ———X 
.Waiter— — 1 
Cook —-—-—— 2 
Caddie- — ——— 2 
Office 2 
Not stated ———2 
Vocational- 2 
Janitor 5 
Maid — —— g 
Delivery Boy———— — 7 
Total 37 
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This work was mostly part-time rather than 
regular. Five of the jobs were regular while 52 were 
part-time. On the other hand 3 had seasonal jots, while 
29 held jobs that were for the entire year. The figures 
29 to 3 respectively. 
TABLE IY 
DISTRIBUTION OF 37 GRADUATES ACCORDING TO 
MONTHLY WAGE WHILE IN HIGH SCHOOL 
Wage range Number of graduates 
$ 0 - 4  1  
10 -14 8 
15 -19 3 
20 -24 6 
25 -29 2 
35 -39 0 
40 -44 1 
45 -49 1 
50 -54 0 
60 -54 
65 -69 0 
70 -74 
Not stated 7 
Total — — 57 
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Th e nature of positions held by graduates 
since graduation has some bearing on their occupational 
distribution with euphasis on the length, of time it 
.took graduates to got jobs, number of jobs held and reasons 
for changing jobs during the last four year period. 
The following table shows the cumber of jobs 
held over the last four year period and number of graduates 
holding jobs, 
TABUS 7 
DISTRIBUTION OF 145 HIGH 3CH0GX GRADUATES 
ACCORDING TO TEA NUMBER OF JOBS HOLD 07 FR 
A PERIOD 0? FOUR TEARS 
Number of dobs Number of Graduates 
1 .... . 143 
2 1 
3 i 
4 , 0 
Total 145 
Not stated 45 
ISO 
The economic situation may be better diagnosed 
if the reasons for changing jobs each year were cited. 
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TABLE VI 
DISTRIBUTION OF 74 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 
ACCORDING TO REASONS GIVEN BY THKM 
FOR CHANGING JOBS DURING 
THE LAST FOUR YEAR PERIOD 
Reasons for changing Number of graduates 
Illness — —— 1 
Job expired — ——- 1 
Transferred————— —— — — 1 
Wanted to leave rural community- —— 1 
Pay cut- ——— ————— Z 
Recover of regular man- 2 
Death of employer— — —— 2 
Married — — 4 
tJnfinaneed employer— — 4 
People migrated—————— 5 
Employer left town — — 5 
Term expired———— — — —.—- 8 
Total — . 74 
Within six months after graduation fifty-one 
received employment; 15 secured jobs within one year# 
It took SO persons more than one year to get work and 
10, more than two years. 
At present the jobs held by the graduates 
are many. Note the following table; 
TABLE 711 
DISTRIBUTION OF 97 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 
ACCORDING TO TYPES OF JOBS HELD AT PRESENT 
Note; One person falls in each of the following groups 
teaching, manual labor, service car driver, newsboys, 
grocer, filling station man, pecan picker, bus boy, 
5.Y.A., office girl, tailor, assistant librarian, em-
baimer, civil service, carpenter, ©levator boy and 
Insurance man. 
Jobs Number of graduates 
Assistant Librarian —* 
Civil Service— ————— 
Elevator Boy — — 
Sabalmer— — —». —— 
Filling station proprietor-—-———— 
Manual labor — 
N.Y.A. 
Newsboy —....—„ _ . 
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TABLE YII {Cont'd) 
Jobs Number of Graduates 
Office girl 1 
Pecan picker 1 
Service ear driver—— —— — 1 
Tailor 1 
Teaching— ——— ——— 1 
Clerk—— g 
Mechanics— — — ————- 2 
Bus boy——————— — — 3 
Beauty culture-— — 3 
Nursing— —-—......... .— «... 3 
Odd jobs- — 3 
Handy man— — ———•— 4 
Sewing————— > — 4 
G »G • 0 5 
Waiter — —— 5 
Housewife — ———16 
Maid —— —-—.--16 
Total———— — 97 
Fifty-nine of these jobs are regularj 25 are 
part-time. Sight are seasonal, 58 are for the entire 
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year. Fourteen did not stats. 
The table below shows the present monthly 
wage. In comparing the monthly wage of the graduates 
while in high school with that of the present monthly 
wage, a striking resemblance is noted. Xt can be seen, 
however, that more persons are employed now, but the 
wages differ little as to their increase. 
TABLE Till 
DISTRIBUTION OF 97 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES ' 
ACCORDING TO PRESENT MONTHLY WAGE 
Wages Number of Graduates 
$10 - 4 
5 - 9 - 5 
10 - 14 
o» t » i i i i i i » • i i i i « ? 
15 - 19 
20 - 24 
25 - 29 
30 - 34 
35 - 39 5 
t 
o
 44 z 
45 - 49 
50 - 54 2 
55 - 59 
60 - 64 
65 - 59 
70 - 74 
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TABLE Till (Cont'd) 
Wages Number of Graduates 
75 - 79 0 
80 - 84 2 
85 - 89 0 
90 - 94 1 
Percentage basis — 1 
Total — — 97 
There are more Jobs held at the present than 
were held during high school which naturally Increases 
the number of persons receiving certain wages. However, 
there does seem to be an Increase In wages as the two 
tables Indicate. 
£ Tables IT and TUI) 
THE INFLUENCE AND EFFECTIVENESS OF THE SCHOOL UPON 
THE OCCUPATIONS OF 190 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 
The study shows that the school had very little 
influence upon the occupations of the 190 graduates. 
Several of the graduates state that none of 
the high school subjects offered have been of any assistance 
In securing or retaining Jobs. The high school aided only 
10 in securing Jobs. The tahle below gives the subjects 
that have been of value to the graduates in jobs held. 
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TABLE IX 
COURSES TAEE2J IE BIGS SCHOOL 
WEIGH HATS BIS5I VALUABLE 
IN JOBS HELD BY GRADUATES 
M&me of Courses Number of graduates 
Cafeteria work — — 1 
Typing • 1 
Shorthand — —— 1 
History — -- 2 
Tailoring — —- 3 
Selena© — ———— 4 
Carpentry — 3 
Mechanics 6 
/ 
Beauty culture ———— 7 
Bookkeeping — 8 
Mathematics —— — -14 
Sewing— 14 
Cooking 34 
English — — —35 
Total — 136 
TH'i INFLUENCE UF 130 HIGH COHCOL GRADDAT 13 
ores THEIR aoisstauTT 
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It is Important to note the community activities 
in which these graduates engaged. One hundred seventy-
seven persons of 190 participated in community activities. 
One hundred seventy-five participated in church activities; 
thirteen in social clubs; and four in lodges. 
TABLE X 
DISTRIBUTION OF 177 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 
ACCORDING TO ACTIVITIES PARTICIPATED IK 
Activities Number of Graduates 
Art Club 1 
Basket-Ball Club 1 
Camp Fire Girls 1 
Commercial Club 1 
Choral Club 1 
School Club 1 
Sewing Club — 1 
Assistant Minister — — 2 
Athletic Club 3 
Sunday School Teaching 3 
Usher Board 4 
Y. W. C. A. 12 
Junior Chior -14 
Total 45 
In those various organizations and activities 
many held important positions. The following table lists 
the Important positions held. 
TABLE XI 
DISTRIBUTION CF SI GRADUATES ACCORDING 
TO POSITIONS HELD IK ACTIVITIES 
Positions Held Number Holding 
Librarian > 2 
Reporter — 2 
President of Junior Chior —-— 2 
Vice President of Social Club 2 
Treasurer — 4 
Pianist — 4 
President of Church Club — 4 
President of Social Club 4 
Secretary of Social Club 4 
Usher 5 
Sunday School Teacher 8 
Secretary of Sunday School -10 
Total 51 
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In summarizing results of the Survey report,  
the following facts are prominent: 
A, Family Life: 
1. Almost twice as many females as males were Interviewed. 
S. Age for graduation was normal (between 15 years and 
19 years).  
3. Three times as many were city born as rural.  
4. In a majority of cases there were two or three 
sisters In a family, but In one Instance there were 
eight. 
5. Approximately the same results with regards to 
number of brothers was evidenced. 
6. There was one Instance of 13 sisters and brothers 
in one family. Immediately I  associate poor econo­
mic conditions with enormous families. 
7. Most parents were living; few were separated, and a 
majority were in urban districts.  
8. A plurality of 4 of these parents did not own their 
ovm homes, but a very few (44) owned other property. 
This fact presents the problem of what to rely 
upon or fall  hack on when funds run low toward 
sending the graduate off to college. 
B. Personal Information of the graduate himself % 
1.  A few (39) resorted to marriage when the chances 
to go off tc college seemed vague and \mcertain. 
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a. These couples have been married (a raajoj ity 
of them) on the average of one year. 
b. l ost families had only one child 
2. Lack of financial support was the greatest cause 
for students not going to oollege or stopping. 
3. Eight to one still wanted to further their education 
in institutions for higher learning. 
C. Vocational Opportunities: 
1. Although kinds of jobs held varied reatly, the 
most were trade jobs. 
2. Majority of wages ranged between #0.00 and #4.00. 
In only one case was a person making $90.00. 
3. To secure a better position was the greatest reason 
for changing jobs. 
4. «ages were relatively stable (effected little by 
experience). 
D. High School courses of greatest value were: 
1. English and cooking in the jobs now being held. 
2. Sewing, beauty culture, mathematics and (strange 
as it may seem, since there are so few Regro businesses) 
bookkeeping came in the order here presented. 
E. Community Activities: 
1. Social clubs and churches still hold the interest 
of these young people. 
2. A few of these graduates held the highest offices 
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tn their clubs and other organizations. 
These graduates as a whole are not oiscouraged 
because they have bean handicapped in not having an 
opportunity to go off to college. 
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APPEHDIX 
'Some graduates made very intelligent remarks, 
others were comical but a few need be quoted. 
"My highest ambition", states one, "is to 
further my knowledge along theological lines," 
"I have found out that it pays to specialize 
in something; let it be anything, just so there will be 
something definite. Some sort of a vocation." This gradu­
ate has experienced the value of a knowledge of some trade 
taken during his high school days and advisedly passes 
the information on. 
Another did not regret the fact that he did not 
attend college, as he was making a salary of 112.50 per 
week (working as a delivery boy) and served ladies and men 
who boasted of degrees although quite idle. 
Most of the graduates regretted the fact that 
they had not attended a college while others (few in number) 
were content and willing to accept things as they were. 
One industrious young man had developed a 
trade which gave him a better salary than some of the students 
who had completed their college courses. The High School 
may be complimented in this case because it helped this young 
man pave his own way toward a useful vocation. 
"Since there is nothing worth while going on," 
one suggests, "let all the boys join the navy for then they 
-23' 
will be employed and will get to see the world, too. 
Many were not discouraged because they had not 
as yet attended any college but were looking eagerly for­
ward for a chance to coxae their way. 
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